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Michael Davis becomes chief executive officer for Appriss 
Company co-founder assumes new leadership role 

 
Louisville, Ky. — Michael Davis, who along with Louisville businessman Yung Nguyen, 

created the automated victim notification service known as VINE�, has become the new chief 

executive officer for Appriss, the company they co-founded in 1995. Davis assumes the role from 

Douglas Cobb, who is stepping down to pursue other opportunities.  

Davis and Nguyen launched VINE in December 1994 in response to the murder of Mary 

Byron, a victim of dating violence, one year earlier.  What began in Jefferson County has grown 

into a national program, now available in 2,800 communities in 47 states.  Until now, Davis has 

served as president of Appriss, most recently managing the company’s Emerging Solutions 

Group. 

“I want to personally thank Doug Cobb for his 10 years of leadership and friendship as 

we built this business together.  He has been a true mentor and I will miss our daily interactions,” 

said Davis. “At the same time, I’m excited to assume this new role and responsibilities, believing 

the best years are yet to come.” 

Cobb joined the company as CEO in 2000 and also served as chairman of the board. The 

company has tripled in size during his tenure, currently employing more than 330. Prior to 

Appriss, Cobb served as chairman, president, and CEO of Greater Louisville Inc., Louisville’s 

leading economic development organization. He was founder and CEO of The Cobb Group, the 

leading publisher of newsletters for personal computer users, and a managing director of 

Chrysalis Ventures, a venture capital firm he co-founded. He will remain as an Appriss board 

member and investor. 

“The past 10 years have been the most rewarding of my professional career, but I am 

excited to be handing the reigns of this company to my good friend,” said Cobb. “This has been a 

very smooth transition that began when I approached the board with news of my plans last 

December.” 



Over the years, Appriss has launched several services to help criminal justice agencies 

serve and protect citizens.  In addition to offender custody, VINE also notifies individuals about 

court hearings and protective order status. The company also offers a comprehensive suite of Sex 

Offender Solutions to help law enforcement keep citizens informed on the status of registered sex 

offenders. OffenderNet, an integrated justice database, manages nearly 45 million booking 

records from across the country.   Appriss is also the technical provider for NPLEx (National 

Precursor Log Exchange), a real-time electronic service that stops the illegal sales of medications 

containing pseudoephedrine, used in the production of meth. 
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